Ett personligt brev om arbetet i Estland och Brobyggets betydelse, från Erki Tamm, Generalsekreterare i Unionskyrkan


Greetings to You from your brothers and sisters in Estonia! Trough your good deeds you are well known among Estonian churches and lot of people are giving thanks to our Lord Jesus! 

I would like to give You some information what is going on in our Union, in churches and in our Friends Hand and Valduste (Friend to Friend) organizations. 

Firstly, we have seen how God knows our future days and cares about us. Your support to church planters have been for grate blessing to them in the time of economically critical time. We have supported three church planting projects: Living Stone Church in Tallinn and pastor Indrek Luide (registered February 2009); Lootuse church in Tallinn (Lasnamäe) and pastor Argo Buinevitš – not registered yet; Järvakandi church planting project and pastor Allar Saard – not registered yet. 

Each of this churches have gotten support 3000 EEK per month. This is used differently – for support to pastors and also for activities. Living Stone church is doing regular work in the area Mustamäe in Tallinn and they are using cinema rooms for meetings. In this autumn they made prayer meetings around this area outside of rooms. They have very good musical work. 

Lootuse church just baptized three new people. They are using just now homes of own people for meetings two times in week and also children meeting twice in month. In the July they had city camp for children in Lasnamäe and this was successful. 

Järvakandi church meets every weekend. They have also children work. In summer they had mission week together our mission team from Union. In the 18.-19. of September they have Christian drama in local culture house. 

All this churches are active in Lords work and are motivated to go on. Of cause they need support until they have already enough people to take own financial responsibility. 

In the future we have some new church planting projects: in Tartu (3D Church- started two weeks ago) and Rakvere’s daughter church in Kunda. 

We can say that church planting is one priorities of our leadership and your very strong support has been very much needed. If there is possibility to continue we will be very much pleased. In this way we will build up together new churches who will reach totally new people for God’s Kingdom. 

In our Union work we are very thankful for children and youth ministry organized by Pille Havakats. She is very much encouraged by your support. Last September she visited Eksjö’s church and she was able to share hers ministry. This work is made with lot of voluntary young people and local church Sunday school teachers. Every year in spring in different towns she organize youth days (Bible days) and autumn children days. Both are very popular among our churches, young people and their friends. Also our children magazine Päikesekiir is only one published by churches of Estonia. We do it together with Methodist church. Of cause there are lot of more, but this is most significant and we are very thankful for your support. 

For Estonian society have been last year quite difficult economically. But just in this time God has given to us possibility to serve the pure people trough soup kitchen. We started with this in last March and we have feed every week about 1000 homeless and pure people. Specially significant for us has been attract voluntary people from churches and other organizations. Every week about 50 people. This project is financed by city government of Tallinn, our own churches and German Baptist Aid. Town government has mentioned that we are in this work theirs strategical partners. And the attitude of local authorities are changed a lot. 

Also we started cooperate with Food bank started only in this spring. We are members of expert committee of Food bank. Practically Friends Hand deals out food collected by Food bank. Every Friday 50 packs are given out for families who live in poverty. 

Still we work also with young people who have lived earlie in Friends Hand orphanage. Now we support 8 young people (16-19 years old) who are studying in different schools. We help them to start independent life and to communicate with local authorities to have own apartments and help in other needs. This project is supported mostly by German Baptist Aid and local sources. 

Finally we would like to thank you for your support and co work with Valduste and Friend to Friend second hand shop doings. Last year we have been very fast growing, starting new shops in Tallinn and in Tartu. There we opened first shop in shopping centre and this has been long step forward. Your support has been very needed in this. Thank You for collecting and sending clothes and other second round goods. Trough Friend to Friend shops we have been able to share clothes for pure people trough our soup kitchen and churches. From this incomes Valduste has supported directly Friends Hand social work. We have seen how much possibilities there are to work with Fiends Hand and Friend to Friend together for helping people. If you see possibilities in this sphere to cooperate, we will be very interested. 

Here I have shared a bit about every day duties of our work to share good news in good deeds and words. We are very glad to have a friends like you to share with our common mission and life. Every meeting with you have been for blessing. We have been able to do this work with your spiritual and financial support. 

Will God richly bless your work around Sweden and please greet all who has been in contact with Bridge Builders. 

With best wishes, 

Erki Tamm
General Secretary
Union of Free Evangelical and Baptist Churches of Estonia 

